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Senate 
The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable 
KIRSTEN E. GILLIBRAND, a Senator from 
the State of New York. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Eternal God, help our lawmakers to 

remember today the great unseen cloud 
of witnesses who compass them about. 
May the memories of those who, in 
every age and generation, sacrificed for 
freedom inspire our Senators to do 
justly, love mercy, and walk humbly 
with You. Lord, give the Members of 
this body the integrity to walk wor-
thily of those in whose unseen presence 
they live. As they labor on Capitol Hill, 
infuse them with courage in danger, 
steadfastness in trials, and persever-
ance in difficulties. 

Remembering those who have gone 
before, help us all to dare more boldly, 
to venture on wider seas where storms 
will show Your mastery, where, losing 
sight of land, we will find Your stars. 

We pray in Your faithful Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Honorable KIRSTEN E. GILLI-
BRAND led the Pledge of Allegiance, as 
follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. INOUYE). 

The bill clerk read the following let-
ter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 
Washington, DC, June 6, 2012. 

To the Senate: 
Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable KIRSTEN E. GILLI-
BRAND, a Senator from the State of New 
York, to perform the duties of the Chair. 

DANIEL K. INOUYE, 
President pro tempore. 

Mrs. GILLIBRAND thereupon as-
sumed the chair as Acting President 
pro tempore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

AGRICULTURE REFORM, FOOD, 
AND JOBS ACT—MOTION TO PRO-
CEED—Resumed 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I move 
to proceed to Calendar No. 415, S. 3240. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the motion. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 415, S. 

3240, a bill to reauthorize agriculture pro-
grams through 2017, and for other purposes. 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREEMENT—EXECUTIVE 
CALENDAR 

Mr. REID. Madam President, we are 
now on the motion to proceed to the 
farm bill. 

I now ask unanimous consent that 
today at 4 p.m. the Senate proceed to 
executive session to consider Calendar 
No. 610; that there be 90 minutes for de-
bate, which will be equally divided in 
the usual form; that upon the use or 
yielding back of time, the Senate pro-
ceed to vote on the nomination; that 
the motion to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table, with no 
intervening action or debate; that no 
further motions be in order; that any 
related statements be printed in the 
RECORD; that the President be imme-

diately notified of the Senate’s action 
and the Senate then resume legislative 
session. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

SCHEDULE 
Mr. REID. Madam President, fol-

lowing my remarks and those of my es-
teemed colleague, the first hour will be 
equally divided, with the Republicans 
controlling the first half and the ma-
jority controlling the final half. We 
hope to reach an agreement to begin 
consideration of the farm bill today. 

Madam President, in a time when too 
many of the products we buy are made 
overseas, America can be satisfied that 
most of the food we eat is grown right 
here at home. The American agricul-
tural industry boasted a $42 billion 
trade surplus last year—greater than 
any other sector in our economy. Our 
farmers are the most productive in the 
world, exporting $136 billion worth of 
their yield last year. 

It is amazing how States produce ag-
ricultural products. The State of New 
York isn’t considered by most people 
to be an agricultural State, but it is. 
The State of Michigan is not consid-
ered by most people to be an agricul-
tural State, but it is. Even some of the 
States in the western part of the 
United States produce products that 
are exported. For example, in Nevada, 
alfalfa is exported. It is very high in 
protein. It is made into pellets, and it 
is a needed commodity overseas. So all 
over America the farm bill is impor-
tant. 

Our farmers are the most productive 
in the world, exporting $136 billion 
worth of their yield last year. At a 
time of economic uncertainty, Amer-
ica’s agricultural industry supports 16 
million much needed jobs. So Congress 
must give farmers the certainty they 
need to keep this industry thriving. 

I commend Senators STABENOW and 
ROBERTS, the managers of this bill, for 
crafting a strong bipartisan bill. This 
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